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THE URBAN IDENTITY OF HOUSING COMPELEX

Asst. Prof. Dr. Wahda Shuker Al-Hinkawi
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E- mail: wahdahankawi(@gmail.com

Researcher. Marwa Abdul Qader Ali

E- mail: omarwa20088@gmail.com

Abstract

The identity is one of the concepts that strongly raised in the scientific and cultural
research, Due to its importance, that comes from its meanings and interpretations. It is one
of the most common, ambiguous, multifaceted concepts, as it refers to several meanings
and had many studies and approaches to analyze their concepts, these concepts related to
many aspects of cultural thinking, connected to diversity, distinctiveness, and variety of
different forms. This research will study briefly urban identity and its levels and identity
of housing complexes more broadly.

The research problem defined as (the lack of a comprehensive theoretical framework
about the impact of the place character and the place attachment in achieving urban
identity to the residential complex on the collective and individual level). Thus, the aim of
the research defines as building a comprehensive framework for the concept of urban
identity in the residential complexes contains defining the main indicators and their
impact on the identity collectively and individually.

The research concludes that the urban identity is a reflection of the residence social
identity in individual and collective levels, realized from of place character, as place
natural and planed cultural character contributes in defining the urban identity to the on
the collective level. While the identity on the individual level achieved by the place
designing cultural characteristics, such as the contemporary technological methods. Their
transformation to the collective level happened only with the continuity of these
characteristics, which related to the place character and the duration of their cultural
lasting, which in its part related to the duration of residency in the residential unit or
complex.

Key words: urban identity, place character, place attachment, individual level, collective

level
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