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The Sociology of Everyday Life of Urban SpaceD

Huda Al-Alwan[]

Asst. Profl]

Mohammed Mahdi Hussein[]

Department of Architectural Engineering
University of Baghdad- College of Engineerin
Iraqd

Abstract:

Sociological approaches to everyday life attempt to capture and recognize the routines in social
relations and practices. In doing so, they not only give importance to the ordinary and take the
ordinary seriously as a category of analysis, but they also highlight that everyday life social
relations, experiences and practices are rarely simply or straightforwardly mundane, ordinary and
routine.

This research discusses the historical development of everyday life sociology of urban space,
indicating the individuals, ideas and surrounding context that helped to shape this evolving
theoretical movement. From Chicago School and Louis Wirth, George Simmel, Walter Benjamin,
Edmund Husserl, George Lukacs... to the Versailles School, De Certeau and Henri Lefebvre : a
more recent focus on the experiential and the sensory in the urban space and their effects on the
patterns of spatial relations. The research focuses on the micro, ordinary, banal and the familiar
constitute, and are constitutive of the wider complexities, structures and processes of the
contemporary social world.

The previous studies of the everyday life sociology and its related theories have not revealed the
effects of the everyday life sociology of urban spaces on the patterns of spatial relations. The
research addresses the problem by identifying a fundamental goal represented in revealing the
impact of everyday life sociology on the patterns of spatial relations.

To achieve this goal a theoretical framework was built, in the light of which the hypothesis of the
research was put forward stating that: There are two major patterns of urban space relations
specific to the Everyday Life Sociology of Urban Space; the first pattern of relationships restricts
the urban space of the city (associated with environmental determinism), and the second pattern
causes the generation of the urban space of the city (and is associated with environmental
probabilism). The research then sought to test the validity of the above hypothesis through the
adoption of the Periodization Comparative Morphological — Analysis, which included the
morphological analysis of the two main stages that affected the urban infrastructure in Rusafa
Historical Center in Baghdad city.

Keywords: Sociology of Everyday Life, Pattern of Urban Space Relations, Urban
Morphology, Historical Centers.
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